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cause they know they are so thorough. 
ly despised by the country, that 
y could not alone stand as a Mi- 
for a week; they will retain the 
Duke, or a select few of his adhe- 
rents, that they may be enabled to 
hold office. 

The Ministry is confessedly of no 
settled principle. Lord Darlington, 
whom it selected as its especial re- 
presentative to move the Address, 
declared he supported it, for what? 
Because it was distinguished for ta- 
lent? No. 





‘Because it was conspi- 
cuously consistent and upright? No. 
—Because it was “a Tory one, act- 
ing on Whig principles,” or, in plain 
English, aset of men who, while they 
pretended to belong to one party, 
acted on the creed of an opposite one. 
This shameless avowal, that, with 
party, principle ought to be an in- 
strument of sordid gain, and that it 
was a virtue ina Ministry to profess 
one faith and practise another, was 
erhaps erarely of the turncoat 
rough scion; but, however, it form- 
ed no proof of his being duly quali- 
fied to dispose of seats in Parliament, 
In point_of capacity, the Ministry 
ranks far below any former one. The 
Duke of Wellington, by his intrepid 
apsertions—his “ facts’ and deduc- 
tions, has produced the general con- 
viction that he is totally unfit for his 
office; and_no one can peruse the 
orations of Mr Goulburn, without 
being astonished to find such aman 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Of their colleagues we need notapeak, 
It has been most absurdly said, that 
this Ministry is weak in Parliament, 
but strong out of it. What is its 
Parliamentary weakness ? In aristo- 
cratic and constrained votes, it is 
strony almost beyoud precedent; it 
has the Londonderry, the Liverpool, 
old Whig, the 



























the oldest of th 
Scotch, and the Irish rumps—in a 
a word, it is so based on rumps, that 
it might be thought impossible for 
miracle to upset it. In its general 
P nd incasures, it ia supported 
y nearly the whole of Parliament, 
In regard to independent support, 
the public weal, and opposition to 
party and faction—in a word, as a 
real and proper government, it is 
powerless; but as the instrument of 
party and faction, and the posseasor 
of power, i 
can move 

















The Reform of the House of Commons. 
ly ad te the opinion of its oppo- 
vente; "therefore, were it infimtely 
more destitute of character and abi- 
lity than it is, it would still be irre- 


omnipotent. Nothing 
R it be out-voted, or 
he likely to sustain defeat, it inetant- 


{April 


sistible. And what is its 81 
of Parliament? The country 
it with sullen contempt, and merely 
tolerates it from hatred of the Whigs, 
and the conviction, that with a change 
of men there would be none of mea- 
sures, 

Thus,then, putting out of sightthe 
old Tories, the House of mons 

esents this portentous spectacle. 
The Ministry is destitute beyond ex- 
ample of character, knowledge, and 
ability 3 in national matters it is ins 
minority, and is led by the Opposi- 
tion; and yet in measures, the sacri- 
five of principle, exemption from due 
control, disregard of public opinion, 
and the possession of place, it is su; 
ported by the whole House, and is 
omnipotent. The most anti-English 
and profligate Opposition that ever 
disgraced the empire, is practically 
in essentials the real government; 
and it and the Ministry are free from 
the intluence of a controlling party. 
All parties seek office, and while they 
are fiercely at war on party interests, 
they combine to prevent any change 
of measures, All confess, that under 
the present measures the empire has 
fallen into the extreme of misery; 
in thie they confess that a radical 
change is esseutial ; and it is evident 
to every man that they one 
solely on party interests. Wile par- 
ty and faction are irresistible, the 
country is powerless; all sides dis- 
regard its prayera, and use its inte- 
rests merely as the means of promo- 
ting party gain. 

Ve do not concur in the complaint 
that the House is a kind of “ spout: 
ing club ;” woe to England! if it ever 
be made a mere voting club. It ex- 
ists to examine and discuss, as well 
as to vote; and we are quite sure 
that its apecches are not the least 
valuable of the things which flow 
from it. When it is properly con- 
stituted, its debates are in the high- 
est degree beneficial to both itself 
and the country ; they invigorate and 
cultivate ita own powers, enlighten 
the public miud, nurture public spi- 
rit, and direct public opinion. Even 
when it is not 80, they are of great 
use in Wluatrating Us charertet, ede 

lectively or severally. 

From ita present conditon, its de 


out 





The Reform of the House of Commons. 


turn wholly on party and per- 
interests. The latter will not 
a ch of measures to be 
nentioned, therefore the inte- 
# the empire are in essentials 
led from notice ; attempts . 
@ prosperity are prohibited. 
tery is pledged, the Oppo- 
is _pledged—all parties are 
xd, that there shall be nochange 
wures; and, of course, the re- 
of the appalling distress of the 
anity cannot even be made 
‘of discussion. One member 
ys delivers himself of a long 
‘inst the change of currency, 
jsavows all wish to disturb 
esent system, because change 
hibited. Another proclaims 
ast masses of the community 
volved in bankruptcy, but he 
ses no remedy, because change 
iibited. A third gives the most 
ag description of the want and 
r of the working classes, but 
‘ises no relief, because change 
hibited. There shall be no 
3 of measures! says that ac- 
l system which is now the only 
an the empire held sacred ; and 
nay dare to disobey its com- 
? fa consequence, instead of 
nanlike, patriotic, and efficient 
of relief, we are presented with 
Igar and obsolete cry for re- 
ment and the reduction of 
Do those who raise it point 
ke upright and sensible men, 
ae retrenchment and reduction 
es can be compassed? No, 
nake vague demands, without 
forthat which is impracticable. 
ey fairly shew by calculation 
selief any possible reduction of 
will yield ? No, they speak in 
seneralities, as though such re- 
m_ would fill the land with 
arity. They strive to dry the 
by abstracting from it a single 
-to remove the mountain by 
‘a mere handful from its sum- 


what is the spirit of this: The 
an old, battered, party one, and 
W object is to crush one party, 
talt another. It is used to cast 
ton the aristocracy, and inflame 
asions of the multitude—to de- 
ryecountry, touching the sources 
suffering, and prevent it fron 
g the proper remedies, 
speeches and conduct of the 


651 
leading reformers, are sufficiently in- 
dicative of their motives. If reform 


can be used to libel and injure an ob-. 
noxious individual or party, it is ea- 
gerly resorted to; if not, it is forgot- 
ten. On most other matters, as well 
as this, if party and faction cannot be 
served, no one remembers the coun- 
try. 

Let us now enquire how far a re- 
medy to this state of things could be 
found in a reform of the House of 
Commons 

e three grand primary objects 
to be gained in the formation of this 
House, are-—1. The greatest practi- 
cable portion of talent, knowledge, 
and patriotism. 2. The due represen- 
tation of every interest and calling. 
And, 8. The placing the majority in 
the hands of wise, patriotic, and in- 
dependent men. Itinevitably follows, 
that to gain there objects, the fran- 
chise must, in the first place, be con- 
fined in the majority to intelligent, 
patriotic, and upright voters; and in 
the second, be so bestowed, that each 
interest and calling may be able to 
repel the unjust aggressions of the 
others. It is also evidently essential 
that due means be taken for ensuring 
a proper variety of candidates. 

When this is taken as the test, the 
present system of election is doubt- 
lessly very defective; but various of 
its greatest defects do not lie with 
the aristocratic boroughs. 

Putting aside these boroughs, ta- 
lent, knowledge, and patriotism, are 
excluded from Parliament, if their 
possessor be not able and willing to 
throw away a fortune. We say no- 
thing against the parliamentary quae 
lification; but itis absurd to call it 
the only one, when a man cannot poe~ 
sens a seat, without sacrificing seve- 
ral thousands of pounds at every elec- 
tion. All but the very rich, orthe ver 
improvident, and, in consequence, all 
but the worst qualified, are rigorous- 
ly excluded. A county, perhaps, 
doce not contain more than half a 
dozen individuals, ableand willing to 
contest it; and, at the best, its choice 
is confined to them; but very often 
it is confined to the same members, 
however Incapeble they may be, from 
inability to find any one to opyose 
them. Tf no other than the patise 
inentary qualification were required, 
it would contain a profusion of can 
didates for every clection, Nn oye 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































